years in the Army Dental Corps. He treated soldiers returning from Dunkirk, many suffering from acute ulcerative gingivitis, which was one of the factors that triggered his research interest in this area.
Dr Heylings returned to Leeds in 1946 to take a medical degree, graduating MB ChB in 1948. A gifted sportsman, he represented his university in athletics, swimming, water polo, boxing and rugby and played for the Leeds Medicals Rugby Club for many years.
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